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UpstreaM synergIes to
overcome Locked-in effects
in widEning EU areas and to
creat new pathwayS for
capaciTy growth and
knOwledge exchaNgE

MILESTONE-HE.EU

This project aims to maximize the
potential of three excellent, at
national/regional level, research
entities in Life Sciences, located in EU
widening countries: Greece (University
of Patras, UPAT), Slovenia (Kemijski
Institut, KI), and Czech Republic
(Masarykova Univerzita, MU (the
“widening partners/beneficiaries”)
with established, ERDF-funded,
Research Infrastructures (RIs) to
reduce the innovation gap between
their countries and the advanced EU
institutes and raise their Reaserch
and Innovation (R&I) capacity and
performance.



The first Training School (TS#1) took place
on October 23, 2024, at the National
Institute of Chemistry (NIC) in Ljubljana,
Slovenia. The one-day course focused on
NMR-based methods applied to DNA, RNA,
proteins, and oligonucleotides, with
special emphasis on resonance
assignment strategies, conformational
dynamics, and ligand interactions.
Participants gained hands-on experience
through lectures, demonstrations, and
practical sessions at the Slovenian NMR
Centre (NIC). Following the training, the main

conference Advances in Noncanonical
Nucleic Acids was held from October 24–
26, 2024. This three-day event gathered
international experts to discuss recent
advances in non-canonical DNA and RNA
structures, their dynamics, and biological
relevance, complemented by social
events and networking opportunities for
researchers across Europe.
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Training School TS#1:
Conformational

dynamics studies of
DNA/RNA/oligonucle

otides and
intrinsically

disordered proteins



The 1st Workshop on Artificial
Intelligence in Structural Biology, held
25–28 May 2025 at the Department of
Pharmacy, University of Patras.
The 4-day event supported MILESTONE’s
mission to internationalize widening
partners and strengthen their role in EU
R&I consortia, while making use of
existing research capacity. The program
combined lectures, discussions, and
selected hands-on practical sessions.

Through training, knowledge sharing,
and skill development, the workshop
contributed to building expertise in
research, management, and
communication within the field of
structural biology.
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 “MILESTONE”
workshop:

 Artificial
Intelligence in

Structural
Biology
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MILESTONE 
Annual Meeting
The MILESTONE consortium gathered
in Marseille for a successful annual
meeting, focusing on strengthening
collaboration, advancing research
strategies, and supporting early-
stage researchers across Europe. The
event opened by discussing
synergies for streamlining knowledge
transfer and fundraising.

Over the following days, participants took
part in the ESRs Science Communication
Workshop, which covered topics such as
scientific and technical culture,
participatory research projects, open
science, and mental well-being for early-
stage researchers. 

The meeting concluded with partners
presenting progress across all six work
packages, followed by a final wrap-up
session.


