
Description of AMU 

Scientific team 

The UVE laboratory, herein designated as AMU, is a mixed research unit affiliated to the 

INSERM (U1207) and IRD (UMR 190) that includes the National Reference Centre (NRC) 

for Arboviruses, as well as a research laboratory of the French Blood Bank dedicated to 

emerging viruses. AMU holds all agreements for working with BSL2 and BSL3 viruses 

including Dengue, Zika and Chikungunya viruses. AMU have an extensive experience with 

arboviruses, including diagnostics. AMU is the coordinator of the of several EU project 

related to emerging viruses, including EVA-Global. In the past 10 years, they have 

coordinated and participated as PI in over 15 EU-funded projects, a majority of which were 

focusing on arboviruses, viral haemorrhagic viruses, and more recently SARS-CoV-2. 

Infrastructures and equipment needed for virus manipulation and related animal experiments 

such as BSL-2, BSL3 laboratories together with corresponding devices are available in the 

laboratory and is managed by highly experienced personnel. All work with these viruses, 

culture-derived material, or clinical samples will be done in the required BSL environment as 

per the French regulations. The facility occupies a floor with a BSL2 module, a BSL3 

module; each module contains Biosafety cabinets and supportive equipment; all this 

equipment has received certification. 

UVE hosts two platform with international visibility, the MaSC (Marseille Screening Center, 

Timone site) antiviral screening platform and the EVAM (European Virus Archive Marseille) 

platform. MaSC is a multi-site Marseille Screening Center (MaSC) facility dedicated to 

antiviral drug screening and characterization using an in silico screening, enzyme-based HT 

screening and screening and validation in in vitro and in vivo infection models. EVAM is a 

collection of virus strains and associated biological materials of medical and veterinary 

interest, as well as products derived from these viruses, which are useful for public and 

private players in the field of fundamental and applied research. The EVAM collection is part 

of a European and international network of biological resources and is the leader in this field. 

More than 700 perfectly characterised viral strains are currently listed and made available to 

the scientific community via a webcatalogue (https://evam.european-virus-archive.com/). The 

list of users of the products available online shows that the EVAM biobank has international 

coverage and is aimed at the academic sector as well as the private and industrial research 

sectors in the field of infectious diseases.  

Personnel involved: 

Bruno Coutard, Professor 

Sarah Attoumani, senior technical staff 

Flavia Mariani, research projects support officer 

 

 

 

https://evam.european-virus-archive.com/


MER (Mission Europe Recherche) 

1. Training and Capacity Building – Expertise at MER – Pôle Ingén. With expertise in EU 

Grants submission and Transferable skills (Nagoya Protocol, Ethics, Open Science etc.) 

Contact Person and Team Member – Asha WAGWARE, Astrid WAHL, Julie Lemoine 

TOMMASSI  

2. Grant Management for AMU – Protisvalor  

Manager – Asha WAGWARE 

 


